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Blessing of the Animals Service

You are invited to our Blessing of the Animals Service
from 3:00 8 5:000n Sunday, October 22 2017at Whitnel
UMC (1373 Delwood Drive, Lenoir, NC 28645). Our
pastors, Lori Anne Bowen and Peter Brown will have a
short message and then will invite people to bring their
animals up to the front to be blessed. The service will be
outside on the lawn.

A special prize give-away will be hosted at the end of the
service by the Parish Youth. They will also have water
dishes and water available for those that neediit.

Pleaseplan to join us!

A Note and a Prayer

Al nstead, by speaking the truth
way into Christ, who is the head. The whole body grows from

him, as it is joined and held together by all the supporting

ligaments. The body  makes itself grow in that it builds itself up
with | ove as each one does their
Ephesians 4:15-16 (CEB)
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For Bulletin Entries:
CUMC: Wendy Newton
leenewton2@charter.net

GUMC: Katherine Teague
teaguekb2@gmail.com

WUMC: Claricea Mitchell
clmitchell@caldwellschools.com

Submit all Parish Calendar
Entries by the 20" of each
month to Claricea Mitchell at
cIlmitchell@caldwellschools.com

Or foothillscooperativeparish@gmail.com

Submit all Newsletter entries to
Amy Dunlap by the 25" of each
month at
ourfcpnews@gmail.com

Whitnel Pastor
Worship Schedule

Sept.10-Oct. 22........... Lori Anne
October 29 —November 26...Peter
December 3 —Dec. 24....Lori Anne

Dec. 25— Baptism of Lord......Peter

Kittens and Puppies! Cats and Dogs! Lots of kittens and
puppies or cats and dogs. That is what I want to think about
and see on my social medi a. Youod\w
German Shepherd that smiles. The kitten that jumps from bed
to dresser and misses. The combination of cats and dogs where
the cats steal the dogds bed and t
do. Yes, I love kittens and puppies, cats and dogs. The world is
tough and I want to hide in fuzzy animals who make me smile
and laugh. Do you ever feel that way?

Hiding from the world can happen for a while maybe. We
might be able to hide longer if we ignore the world around us.
We can pretend that everything is OK. We can deny the
injustices we see and even deny our part in the continuation of
the injustices.

Hiding away is not the way of Christian disciples i those
who follow Jesus. Jesus and his disciples may have gone away
for a time to pray. After receiving strength through prayer they
went out into the world and spoke out against the injustices and
worked to bring unity.

Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, writes much in
Chapter 4 about unity in the body of Christ. He lists
characteristics that are necessary for unity: humility,
gentleness, and patience. He speaks of one body, one spirit, one
hope and one Lord, one faith, one baptism. All of these are tied
into one God.

As the chapter continues we arrive at the importance of
ispeaking the truth with I ove. 0
speaking with one another. Paul also gives us the qualifying
statement that we are to speak with love. He knew there were
divisions and disagreements within the church and between the
church and the world. (See 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 for an
example of dissension in the church over the sharing of The
Lordds Supper).

Paul spent days and months in jail because he spoke out
about the injustices agTae bodytof Qheistu <
was being divided by the ruling powers and he hoped for unity
within those who were part of the body of Christ. When
disagreements and divisions arouse, Paul asked the people to
remember Christ and speak to one another with love so that
divisions could be overcome.

Christian disciples today woul
guidance and instruction. We ofter
Sometimes we talk about someone. And of course we are good
at talking to someone without listening. Our charge from Paul is
to speak with love. When love guides our speaking we are
working on uniting ourselves and uniting with Christ.

We cannot hide from the injustices and division in the
world or in the church. Paul did not. Jesus did not. They both
spoke for justice and against injustice. We too, have to find our
voice in speaking for justice. When we speak, we speak with
love. Then we are modeling Christ and will mature and grow in
our faith as we unite with Christ.
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Habitat Home
Dedication

August 12,2017

-

Let us Pray: God of uniting love, you are love . Forgive us when
we hide away and keep silent in the face of injustices. Give us

courage for speaking up for justice of all. Give us discernment

for speaking when appropriate. Give us wisdom for speaking

with love. In the name of Jesus Christ, your Son and our Savior,
we pray. Amen.

Grac_e and Peace,
Lori Anne

A CHANGE OF SEASONS

RUTH 1: 16-17

As | was writing the article for this newsletter, we have entered the season
of autumn. Now, | am still in the process of getting my North Carolina
bearings, but as | watched the forecast for the coming week with
temperatures in the mid to upper ¢
encouraged however during that same forecast they showed pictures that
a viewer had sent in of the leaves changing. | was fearful that | was not
going to experience the beauty of
plethora of deep reds, oranges, and yellows down here in the south.
Although the thermostat still reads in the 806s,
seasons does signal us that cooler weather will eventually be on its way.
We know that seasons change whet he
as well. One day you can describe yourself and your life in one particular
way, and the next day that description can totally change. Sometimes
those life shifts are welcomed and celebrated by: children going back to
school, maybe a new baby, a new job, or a promotion. Other times those
shifts may be filled witha bitofan xi et y . Ho we vtberall thatv e
surprised; life is always changing
experienced or ones that you may be anticipating in the near future have
you so excited vy o uhoweverdhoseshargesdre i t .
making you so nervous thatyouc a n 6 t every tane you think about
them because they are causing you to worry or become very anxious. |
was recently reading the book of Ruth. In one of the key verses, Ruth tells
her mother iin | aw, &andWwhereyou stay luwil gtay. |
Your people wildl be my people and
of Rut hds circumstance f oifeofdonelimesse r
and living a destitute existence. Suddenly life changes and her entire
identity shifts as well. Maybe you can relate to Ruth today. You were

wor king and now you?o0r®rmbhyheyounmgre uner
married, and now you are facing divorce. Your finances were secure but
now they are uncertain. The book of Ruth is all about the story of a young
girl who trusted God with her future. The lesson she teaches us is to
embrace those changes and seasons in our lives, and know and

remember that God allows circumstances and situations to come to pass.
She moved straight ahead into the season of life that God allowed,



Parish Gathering
August 2017

trusting that in the end it was God who would provide everything she
would ever need. She trusted Him with new her identity, and the new
journey ahead of her. How about you? Will the in-laws be as difficult this
Thanksgiving as last? | hope not! The point is, no matter how life shifts,
and what we are facing today, God is already ahead of us and aware of
what is happening now and into the future.

Dear God, | may not know the future, but I trust in you for all things every
day. Show me how to deal with any new circumstance that comes my
way, and let my life be a testament to others of your faithfulness. In Jesus
Name, Amen!

In Christ,

Peter

Do you have 30 minutes a week to share
with a child?

VOLUNTEERS

As part of our involvement in C4C
(Congregations for Children), we are looking for
volunteers willing to serve as a Lunch Buddy for a
child in a local elementary school or to volunteer
an hour or two in a classroom as a helper. Our
parish will be supporting Whitnel and Gamewell
Elementary Schools this year and we need your
support to help enrich the lives of local kids!
Representatives from both schools will be at
Colliers UMC on Sunday October 22 at 1pm to
give us more information on what volunteering in schools and serving as a Lunch
Buddy really looks like. Computers and helpers will be available that day to help
folks get registered.

If youd like to sign up before the meeting, please visit :
https://www.caldwellschools.com/Page/596

[Click on Volunteer Tracker Login > Click on "New to the App-Garden?
Click here to register" or you can watch the video to the
right of that link for a how to video]

Help Support Hungry Kids

Sunday, October 22 at noon, Colliers will host a Fundraiser
luncheon to support the Whitnel Elementary School
Nutritional Backpack Program. The program provides food
for 50 kids each week of the school year to ensure they have food to eat when
not at school. Any & all donations are welcome to support this important
program. Please consider joining us while we eat for a cause.
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Committee Updates
ParishFinance

The Parish Finance Committee met on July 31, 2017.

e Amy and David gave a report of the Finances and the balance:
the account. As per a previous vote, the Parish maintains $10!
the account balance to pay for travel, continuing educaticsther
Parish expenses until the amount is remitted from the churche:

e Thelonging to Belondpooks were paid for with no expense to tl
Parish.

e Annual Conference expenses were paid to John and Lori Anne
Lori Anne turned in receipts totaling more than @4John turned
in receipts totaling less than $400 ($397.77?) and the difference
withheld from his June Travel.

e Discussion was held concerning the new balances paid by eac
church monthly. The difference is due to the change of pastor:
the differences in their salaries.

e The NCNG Armory was booked for the Parish Gathering on
August 20, 2017. The Parish Council will discuss the payment
the facility at their meeting in August. (NoteBefore the Parish
Council meeting, two anonymous donors paidtfe facility and
there was no cost to the Parish).

e The Parish Finance Committee does not feel an audit is neces
for our records. Each church conducts their own audit or Fund

£ =Y Balance Work and the Parish Finance does not handle any mo
other than wht comes from the churches.

0 The Parish Finance Committee did request a Fund Bala
from the FCP Youth Fund (Noieone was completed in
September 2017).

e The next meeting is scheduled for November 6, 2017 at 6:30 a

Whitnel UMC.

=

: = .,'7 The Parish PPR met briefly on July 13, 2017 as a meet and greet for
- Peter Brown. We discussed hopes, dreams, and goals for the Parish

The Parish PPR will meet on Monday November 13, 2017 at 6:30 at
Gamewell UMC and complete the Clergy and Ministhgsessments.

{The Parish Council met on August,2017.

e Peter Brown has begun his ministry with the Parish and is
settling in well.

e CAC: First meeting for the year will be August™6 6:30pm at
Colliers. ALL ARE INVITED! At that meeting we will be
discussing whether or not we have enough participation from tl
Parish churches to continue the program and if continued, how
will proceed and add Whitnel Elementary school to the prograr
We will also decide how to sort thel®ol supplies at the Parish




Gathering on August 20

Parish Gathering (August 20") Will be at the National Guard
Armory (1535 Beecher Anderson Road, Len&i0i 7:00We
need 4 people from each church to volunteer to help set up fro
4:3071 5:00 and fan up from 7:00 7:30.Each church has a sign
up sheet for a set of paper products and drinks plus covered di
food items.Lori Anne will purchase table clothes for the
tables.Cost: ($200 refundable deposit) $350 rent plus $15/hr fc
their representate to be in attendance for safety. Total $395. Tl
total cost has been taken care of by two anonymous donors.

Agenda
e -Welcome, Introduction & Prayer
o -Eat

e -Relational Covenant Discussion

e Closing Song & Prayer:
We will be sorting/bagging school suppli€here will be large
idea sheets on several topics posted on the wall and sticky not
the tables. During the introduction, it will be explained that thes
are for members to offer comments/ideas/suggestions anonym
throughout the evenind\ picture PowerPoint show will be
projected on screen during the mezlaricea and the Youth will
have games/activities for the children during the Covenant
discussion time.
VBS Debrief. All three programs went well. Gamewell had
numerous community children in attendan€ee Parish VBS
program was well received and the Youth did a wonderful job
leading.
Longing to Belong Update The covenant has been discussed &
Gamewell and Colliers Council meetings and been received wi
mixed reviews. Whitnel will review with their council at their
August 13 meeting.All three churches will give out the covenar
to their congregation along with a brief explanation this coming
Sundayl t should be noted to me]
intended to be a reprimand, but is meant to be a positive set of
boundary expectations grounded in scripture. Signing the cove
will be our ultimate commitment to live within this set of
boundaries iad be held accountable to each other while keepinc
love of Jesus Christ present in our every interaction.
Yout h and Chi |:€Congnoed ® thive. Numerous
activities this summer for fun and fellowship.

o Claricea will have the 2016 Youtlmecking account
audited per Parish guidelines. The audit results will be
shared with the Parish Council and any suggestions fror
the auditor will be addressed.

o Dec. 17" Parish Youth Christmas Play (is in conflict with
Colliers youth Christmas program) Kioerly will discuss
with Gamewell the possibility of moving the date of the
play/meal at the September Plant NOW meeting.

o Lori Anne and Peter will be organizing a confirmation cl
soon.



Parish Members
Assembling Health

After some of the recent
hurricanedevastation
members obur Youth,
Cdlliers,and Gamewell
made and donated aroun
100 health Ks to be
disbursedy the UMJs
CommitteeOn Relief
(UMCOR).

A .0,
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e Blessing of the Animals

o October22" @ Whitnel
e Thanksgiving Community Worship Service

o November 19 @ 7pm (details will be coming soon)
e Christmas 2017

o Parish Christmas CarolirigDecember "8 with progressive
dinner at the three churches. Need a list of-gisifrom
each church. Will use both church vans.

0 ChristmasEveisn Sunday this
Parish Christmas eve plans at our next meeting.

o Possible cantata or handbell concert.

e Parish Updates & Ideas for Further Discussion

o Paula Prestwood and Amy Dunlap will gather more
information on collection dates ftine Mission Response
Center. This may be a future Parish project.

0 GUMC had a flood in the basement of the church under
sanctuary. Please keep them in your prayers.

0 We received a tharkou note from the family of Carter
Williams for our participationn t he Cr awda:
to help send him and his father to Boston for proton
radiation treatments for 5 ¥2 weeks. He went yesterday
the family asks that you keep them and Carter in your
prayers during this time as they recently found another
onthe2year ol ddés spine.

e Next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
October 3 @ 6:30pm ~ Whitnel UMC

yea

Congregations for Children(C4@net on September 552017

Finances: Claricegave out current information to the group. We ha
$300 Il eft over from | ast year.
sale money. We spent $250 ond2b restaurant gift cards for the
teachers.
Each school was given 5 of the 10 gift cards they requésatedhave
one gift card already donated and will ask for 9 more to be donate
from the Parish. We would like to have those by December10th.
The schools were very much appreciative of the cookies and scho
supplies. We received a thag&u note from the pncipal of Whitnel
Elem.
A list of staff members for each school was passed out to the grou
divided among the three churches. We would like for volunteers tc
select names and send them a
like). We will provide tle cards as needed. The first round of thank
you/encouragement cards needs to be ready by the end of Octobe
Each church will have a collection bin for the cards.
Lori Anne registered our C4C group with the conference. It is curre
under Colliers UMC atil she can figure out how to add it under the
Parish or under all three churches.

o0 We could have an orientation from a conference leader.

0 It would be nice to visit or speak with another church in the



Colliers UMC
2625 Cl ar kobs
Lenoir, NC 28645
8287581658

Gamewell UMC

2897 Morganton Blvd SW
Lenoir, NC28645
8287589805
http://www.gamewellumc.com/

Whitnel UMC
1373 Delwood Drive SW
Lenoir, NC 28645
8287544012
http://whitnelumc.weebly.com/

area who has already started a similar program

o Lori Anne will check to see if there are any churches near u
who have an established C4C program

o Grace Chapel UMC does
School Bash

o New Covenant is doing a mentoring/tutoring program at the
MLK Center after school.

0 Mentoring/volurteering directly with kids is the key to
providing the most effective help to students

e Missional Engagement Grant (due Octobe¥)31
o We wi || hold off on

unsure of what we truly need funding for.

e The plan for ths school year

Recruit lunch buddies

Card/Emails of encouragement for the teachers/staff

Cookies for the first day of school

Schools supplies

Continued BackPack programs for both schools

Snacks for the Counselors/Social Workers to have on feanc

kids who miss breakfast or need an extra snack during the

10 restaurant gifcards ($26625) to be given to each school f

the principal to use as teacher incentives

Other specific student or classroom needs as they arise

Intentional prayer fostudents and staff

Making sure that the Parish church members (evenisbuare

aware of how they can help with C4C, even if they cannot

attend meetings.

o] School supplies will be stacked into like items near the front of
armory room next Sunday. Eryone can bring in their supplies
and place them in the labeled stacks (Claricea will make labels
Our own Parish elementary children will have a time to go thro!
the stack line and pick out one or two items from each stack to
in their bag (to takbome). Once dinner is through, the C4C
committee and any volunteers will divide the supplies into two
equal piles to be given to the counselors at each school to use
needed in their school.

Homework:

v Lori Anne and Paula Prestwood will purchase caod®#r first
Cards of Encouragement handout in September.

v Lori Anne will find out more about possible grants and will also
look into the registration process for C4C with the conference.
Katherine Mabe will create labels for the C4C that can be place
onenvelopes/cards/gifts/etc.

v Barbara Whittington will find out exactly how much money we
have left over from last year.

v  Claricea Mitchell willgather information from the two schools
(staff names & email addresses, needs information, lunch budc
signrupskick-off, types of snacks needed, etc.)

v Create a sigiup sheet to be used at our Parish Gathering

v Ccreate an announcement for the bulletins on Sunday about the
up sheet that will be available during the Parish Gathering

ato-T e .
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hlighting the cookieseeding to be delivered on Sunday, Au
for the start of school)

Lori Anne will deliver cookies to Whitnel Elem. / Barbara will
deliver cookies to Gamewell Elem.

Additional plans/homework

(0]

(0]
(0]

CAC Parish Angel Tree (Clariceall get names from the
schools)

January School supply drive

Peter will speak with Charlie Rivens from New Covenan
and see exactly what they
Claricea will speak with the schools about next steps for
Lunch Buddies and the possibility of havirmgeone come
to speak at Colliers on Oct. P2t 1:00.

Katherine will ask UMW about when they did snacks las
and if they already have a list of snacks to provide.
Claricea & Katherine will put an announcement in the
bulletins about the Whitnel BackPacknaheon Fundraisel
i Noon @ Colliers on October 72

Contact information for C4C.:

Foothills Cooperative Parish

(Colliers, Gamewell & WhitneUNITED Methodist Churches)
Contact numbers: Colliers 828681658

or Gamewell 82858-9805

C4C will meeton November ¥ @6:30 at Whitnel UMC
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"~ Parish Calendar

THE FOOTHILLS COOPERATIVE PARISH

Date | Day COLLIERS GAMEWELL WHITNEL
1 Sun | 1lamWorld Conmmmion 1lamConmmrion 9:30 World Communion
10:40 5.5,
2 M
3 T 6:30pm Parnish Council Meeting @ Whitnel
4 W | l0amMoning Circle 3:30pm Choir Practice
Gpm Prayer Group
5 Th | 6:30%Life Study™ @ Gamewell 6:30 “Life Study™ @ Gamewell 6:30 “Life Study”™ @ Gamewell
Parsonage: 3322 Highland Way, Parsonage: 3522 Highland Way, Parsonage
Lenoir Lenoir Tpm Choir Practice @ Tnnity
& F
7 8
Z Sun | 3-3 District Dhalogue @ 3-3 District Dialogue @ Zam Church Breakfast
Grace Chapel UMC Grace Chapel UMC 3-3 District Dialogue @ Grace
6:30 Intarsection @ Dos Amigos 6:30 Intersection @ Dos Amigos Chapel UMC
6:30 Intersecion@ Dos Amigos
Q M | Tpm ChurchCowmncil Meeting
10 T Tpm Badkpadk Meeting @ WUMC | 6:30pm Admin Council Mtg. Tpm Badipack Meeting
Tpm Badkpack Meeting @ WUMC
11 W | 6pm Free Comnurity Meal @ Epmm Free Comurnraty Meal @ &pmm Free Cormrmraty Meal
WUMC WUMC
12 Th | 6:30%Life Study™ @ Gamewell 6:30 “Life Study™ @ Gamewell 6:30 “Life Study”™ @ Gamewell
Parsonage: 3322 Highland Way, Parsonage: 3522 Highland Way, Parsonage
Lenoir Lenoir Tpm Choir Practice @ Trnity
13 F 6pm Parish Crafting Session@ WUMC 3:30pm Choir Practice 6pm Parish Crafting 5 oo WUMC
6pm Parish Crafting Sassionf@ WUMC
14 8
15 | Sun | 3pmLaity Celebration @ Millers 3pm Laity Celebration @ Millers pm Laity Celebration @ Millers
Creek UMC Creek UNMC Creek UMC
Gpm Circle 1
16 M | 6pmFinance Meeting
17 T &pm UMW
1% W | 6pm Prayer Group Noon - Joy Lunch Bunch
19 Th | 6:30“Life Study™ (@ Gamewell 6:30 “Life Study”™ @ Gamewel 6:30 “Life Study™ @ Gamewell
Parsonage Parsonage Parsonage
Tpm Choir Practice @ Tnnity
20 F
21 8
22 | Sun | 12 Backpadt LuncheonFundraiser | 12 Backpack LuncheenFundraizer | 12 Backpadt LuncheonFundraizer @
@ CUMC (bakedpotatobar & ice @ CUMC (baked potatobar & ice CUMC {baked potato bar & ice cream
creambar) creambar) bar)
lpm School Vohmteer Info Meeting | 1pm School Vohmteer Info Meeting | 1pm School Vohunteer Info hesting
3-3 Blessing ofthe Amimals (@ @ Colliers @ Colliers
WUMC 3-3 Blessing ofthe Animals @ 3-3 Blessing of the Animals @
WUMC WUMC
23 M Tpm Charge Conf. (@ Colliers UMC | Tpm Charge Conf. @ Colliers UMC | Tpm Charge Conf. @ Colliers UMC
24 T Gpm Circle 2
23 W | 6pm Dinner & Bible Study 3:30pm Choir Practice &pm Dinner & Bible Study @ Colliers
Gpmm Dinner & Bible Study @
Colliers
26 Th | 6:30"Life Study™ @ Gamewell 6:30 “Life Study™ @ Gamewell 6:30 “Life Study™ @ Gemewsll Pamonaze
Parsonage Parsonage Tpm Choir Practice @ Tnnity
7 F
28 s 6-9 Tnmmk-or-Treat @ WUMC 6-0 Trunk-or-Treat @ WUMC 6-0 Trunk-or-Treat @ WUMC
20 | Sun | 5-7 Halloween Party 5-7 Halloween Party {@ Colliers 53-7T Halloween Party (@ Colliers
30 M
31 T 6-% Tnmk-or-Treat @ GUMC 6-% Trunk-or-Treat 6-2 Trunk-or-Treat @ GUMC
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Parish Calendar

Date

Day

KIDS FOR

w 7 TH _ 14TH LJ.
YOUTH (6 12) CHRIST (K-5T¥) Community
: S | 5 o YouthMeeting | NoKFC
2 i 6:30-7:30pm Cub Scouts @ Scout Center
3 T Gprm National Night Cut (Dovwntown Lenoir Square)
6:30-7:30pm Scout Troop @ Scout Center
4 W
3 Th 10-11am Silver Sneakers (Senior Exercize) @ Trnity UMC
6 F
7 s 4 9pm Cruize-In(Downtown Lenoir)
g Sun | 3-7 YouthMeeting 4-5:30 KFC Mtg.
(wear old clothes)
9 M 6:30-7:30pm Cub Scouts (@ Scout Center
10 T 6:30-7:30pm Scout Troop @ Scout Center
11 W
12 Th 10-11am Silver Sneakers (Senior Exercize) @ Trnity UMC
13 F
14 S
15 Sun | 2-8 Youth Tnp te
Millers Creek UNMC
& Cutto Eat
16 M 6:30-7:30pm Cub Scouts (@ Scout Center
17 T 6:30-7:30pm Scout Troop @ Scout Center
18 W
19 Th 10-11am Silver Sneakers (Senior Exercize) @ Trnity UMC
20 F 3-10pm Smokingin the Foothills BEQ Event (Dovwntown Lenoir)
21 3 10am-10pm Smoking in the Foothills BBQ Event
(Dovmtown Lenoir)
22 Sun | 2:30-3:30EFC & Youth @ Whitnel UMC for
Blezzsing of the Anirmals
23 M 6:30-7:30pm Cub Scouts (@ Scout Center
24 T 6:30-7:30pm Scout Troop @ Scout Center
25 W 2:30 —Noon Caldwell iz Hiring (Civie Center)
26 Th 10-11am Silver Sneakers (Senior Exercise) @ Tonity UMC
4-6pm Open House @ Lenowr Conmamity Gardens
27 F 3-6pm Punpkan Patch Parade {Lenoir)
22 3 6-9 Trunk-or-Treat @ Whitnel UMC
29 Sun | 3-TEFC & Youth @ Colliers for Halloween
Party
30 0 | 6:30-7:30pm Cub Scouts @ Scout Center
31 T 6-8 Tnunk-or-Treat @ Gamewell UMC 6:30-7:30pm Scout Troop @ Scout Center




